Congregation decides it’s time to sell 
1921 Quapaw Quarter edifice. — Arkansas, 1B 


New Hogs coach sees drawbacks 
to early signing period. — Sports, 1C 
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In the news 


E TyLon Pittman, 5, told 
his mom that he had dialed 
91] to tell police in Byram, 
Miss., he was worried the 
Grinch was trying to steal 
Christmas, but she didn’t be- 
lieve him until officer Teresa 
Pittman knocked on the door 
to reassure TyLon that the 
green creature wasn’t going 
to take anyone’s gifts. 


H Julie Centeno, 25, and her 
fiance, Curtis Wilson, who 
escaped with just their coats 
when their apartment build- 
ing in Woburn, Mass., caught 
fire, now also have her wed- 
ding dress and diamond ring, 
which firefighters found un- 
damaged in the wreckage. 


H Jeff Flynn, a New Jersey 
State Police spokesman, said 
investigators are searching 
for the person who stole 
from a trooper’s home in 
North Brunswick an un- 
marked police SUV contain- 
ing weapons and uniforms 
and used it in two robberies 
and a gasoline theft before 
abandoning it. 


E David Eiffe, fire chief in 
Fulton, NY., said firefight- 
ers pulled a man to safety 
with a rope and then used 
ice rescue suits to rescue a 
woman stranded in her kay- 
ak when the pair ran into 
problems while saving the 
woman’s dog, which had fall- 
en through the ice into the 
Oswego River. 


E Robert Scheuerer, 26, a 
Long Island, NY., police offi- 
cer, faces up to nine years in 
prison after pleading guilty 
to aggravated vehicular ho- 
micide when he was driving 
drunk and crashed into a van 
in 2016, killing the driver. 

E Phyllis Lindsey, 70, of Ed- 
mond, Okla., said that what 
she thought was a social me- 
dia romance ended in an FBI 
investigation when her son 
learned that she was duped 
out of more than $225,000 by 
a man who claimed to be a 
US. Army general stationed 
in Syria. 

E Mike Chapman, sher- 
iff of Loudoun County, Va., 
praised the department’s 
drone operators, who need- 
ed just 20 minutes to locate 
a lost 92-year-old hunter who 
spent the night in the woods, 
after about two dozen peo- 
ple, dogs and a helicopter 
spent about 16 hours hunt- 
ing him. 

E Gregory Norwood, 56, 
faces burglary charges after 
Caddo Parish, La., sheriff’s 
deputies said he used his 
boat to steal fishing gear, fur- 
nishings and outdoor equip- 
ment from boathouses and 
piers on area lakes. 


E Gina Raimondo, the 
governor of Rhode Island, is 
telling people a week before 
Christmas, “Don’t worry, 
we'll get a new tree,” after 
media reports that the State- 
house Christmas tree had 
bare branches and its needles 
posed a fire hazard. 


WEATHER 


LITTLE ROCK 

Today Showers with a 
chance of thunderstorms 
and southwest 
winds at 5 
mph. 

High 63. 
Tonight The 
chance of 
showers and thunderstorms 
lingers overnight. 

Low 52. 
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President Donald Trump walks away from the lectern Monday af- 
ter explaining his national security strategy during a speech in 


y Trump security plan 


foresees era of rivalry 
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WASHINGTON — Presi- 
dent Donald Trump declared 
a new national security strat- 
egy on Monday, echoing the 
message of his 2016 cam- 
paign. 

He declared that “America 
is in the game and America 
is going to win,” even as it 
faces growing competition 
from Russia and China, two 
rivals that he said “seek to 


challenge U.S. influence, val- 
ues and wealth.” 

In a speech at the Ronald 
Reagan Building and Interna- 
tional Trade Center, Trump 
faulted previous U.S. leaders 
for failing to look out for the 
nation’s citizens. He prom- 
ised to seek openings to co- 
operate with rivals but add- 
ed that “we will stand up for 
ourselves and we will stand 
up for our country like we 
have never stood up before.” 

Trump’s strategy envi- 


sions nations in constant 
competition, brushes aside 
Barack Obama-era warnings 
on climate change and af- 
firms that the United States 
will unilaterally defend its 
sovereignty, even if that 
means risking existing agree- 
ments with other countries 
that have been a crucial part 
of the U.S, foreign policy 

since the Cold War. 
Revisiting many of his 
See TRUMP, Page 5A 


Airlines 
iron out 
blackout 
wrinkles 
Analysts depict it 


a caution for grid 
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A power failure at 
Hartsfield-Jackson Atlan- 
ta International Airport 
that stranded thousands 
of passengers and snarled 
U.S. holiday air traffic is 
evidence of vulnerability 
in the nation’s electric grid, 
analysts said Monday. 

The H-hour blackout 
Sunday at the world’s bus- 
iest airport was caused by 
a fire in an underground 
electrical facility that al- 
so knocked out backup 
supplies, said Southern 
Co.’s Georgia Power utili- 
ty. Frustrated passengers 
were left scrambling in the 
dark while more than 1,000 
flights were canceled. 

The lights were back on 
Monday and the airport 
was busier than usual — 
a lot busier. Hundreds of 
passengers whose flights 
were canceled Sunday 
were jammed into lines that 
snaked toward distant tick- 
et counters. Delta Air Lines 
grounded 300 flights Mon- 
day, most of which were 
bound for Atlanta early 
Monday morning, the com- 
pany said in a statement. 

The Atlanta-based air- 
line said Monday’s wave of 
cancellations was designed 
to restore order to its fraz- 
zled schedule, which the 
company hoped to have 
fixed by Monday afternoon. 

Delta was one of the 
hardest-hit companies by 

See BLACKOUT, Page 5A 


Amtrak train plunges onto I-5 


Monday in DuPont, Wash. 


ail 
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The wreckage from a derailed Amtrak train is strewn along Interstate 5 alongside smashed vehicles 


My Wreck fatal, 


search tricky 
near Tacoma 
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DUPONT, Wash. — A 
passenger train on a newly 
opened high-speed Amtrak 
route jumped the tracks on 
an overpass south of Taco- 
ma on Monday, slamming 
rail cars into a busy high- 
way, killing at least three 
people and injuring more 
than 100, authorities said. 

The derailment of Am- 
trak Train No. 501, making 
the inaugural run of a new 
service from Seattle to 
Portland, Ore., dropped a 
132-ton locomotive into the 
southbound lanes of the 
Northwest’s busiest travel 
corridor. Two passenger 
coaches also fell partly into 
the traffic lanes, and two 
other coaches were left 
dangling off the bridge, one 
of them wedged against a 
tractor-trailer. On the high- 
way below lay seven crum- 
pled cars and trucks, as well 
as chunks of concrete that 
were ripped away from the 
overpass. 

All 12 of the train’s 
coaches and one of its two 
engines derailed. Federal 
investigators were at the 


See AMTRAK, Page 4A 


Filing: Nonprofit funds milked for lobbying 
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Almost $1 million was 
skimmed from a Missou- 
ri-based nonprofit by three 
company executives, two 
associates in Arkansas and a 
consultant from Philadelphia 
in a political influence-ped- 
dling scheme that reached all 
the way to Congress, accord- 


UA, nonprofit emails 
number 20,000 pages 


Separation cited as other files cloaked 
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About three dozen Uni- 
versity of Arkansas, Fayette- 
ville employees exchanged 
an estimated 20,000 pages 
of emails this year with the 
nonprofit foundation that 
supports Razorback athlet- 
ics, university officials said. 

The state flagship univer- 
sity’s disclosure of how often 
employees have communi- 
cated with the Razorback 
Foundation comes as the 
nonprofit declines Arkansas 
Freedom of Information Act 
requests about the costs of 
recent athletic department 
turnover on the basis that 
the foundation is privately 
funded and holds indepen- 
dent interests. 

Other records released 
by UA show the university 


has made at least one spe- 
cific spending request of the 
Razorback Foundation, ask- 
ing the nonprofit in 2015 to 
reach a detailed agreement 
with former Athletic Direc- 
tor Jeff Long and increase his 
deferred compensation plan 
“as soon as possible.” 

A test for whether the Ra- 
zorback Foundation should 
be subject to open-records 
laws is whether it acts as 
the “functional equivalent” 
of the university’s athletic 
department by being inter- 
twined with its day-to-day 
operations, said John Tull, 
general counsel for the Ar- 
kansas Press Association. 

“What you're looking for 
is essentially [whether] this 
private foundation is doing 
the work” for the university, 

See UA, Page 7A 


MISSING AUDIO recordings in 
kickback case erased, court 
records show. Page 1B. 


ing to a federal guilty plea 
entered Monday. 
Alternative Opportuni- 
ties, now known as Preferred 
Family Healthcare, of Spring- 
field, Mo., is the nonprofit 


organization involved. The 
company is also connected 
to a federal kickback case 
in Arkansas involving for- 
mer state Sen. Jon Woods of 
Springdale. 

In a third case, it was the 
target of embezzlement by a 
former board member who 
in June pleaded guilty in 
Missouri to taking almost $2 


Honduran election protested 
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A masked protester stands near a burning barricade Monday in Tegucigalpa, Honduras. Protests 
broke out across the country after President Juan Orlando Hernandez was declared the winner 
of an election that drew criticism because of voting irregularities. 


million. 
Donald Andrew “D.A.” 


Jones, 62, of New Jersey 


pleaded guilty Monday in 
U.S. District Court in Missou- 
ri to one count of conspiring 
with others to defraud the 
company now known as Pre- 
ferred Family, which receives 


private donations along with 


See NONPROFIT, Page 4A 
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